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PROCEDURES

NIGHT SIGHT VISION, INFRARED, AN/TAS-4, AN/TAS-4A,

AN/TAS-4B, AN/TAS-4C, AN/TAS-6, AND AN/TAS-6A; AND

BORESIGHT COLLIMATORS SU-93/TAS AND SU-93A/TAS

THERMAL IMAGERY

REPORTING ERRORS AND RECOMMENDING IMPROVEMENTS

You can help improve this publication. If you find any mistakes or if you know
of a way to improve the procedures, please let us know. Mail your letter or DA
Form 2028 (Recommended Changes to Publications and Blank Forms) directly
to: Commander, U.S. Army Missile Command, ATTN: AMSMI-LC-ME-PM,
Redstone Arsenal, AL 35898-5238. A reply will be furnished to you.

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1-1. Scope.

This manual provides additional technical instruc-
tions covering the methods and degree of demilita-
rization of surplus military items as required by
DOD 4160.21-M-1. Where this manual conflicts with
DOD 4160.21-M-1, the latter takes precedence.

1-2. Authorization.

Demilitarization of surplus military materiel shall be
limited to that which the National Inventory Control
Points (NICP) have identified as requiring demilita-
rization. Demilitarization of those items which are
not normally physically accepted by a Property Dis-
posal Officer (PDO) will be accomplished by the ac-
tivity having physical custody of the property upon
completion of all required utilization and donation
screening. Such action will be coordinated with the
PDO. Where appropriate, demilitarization of this
property may be accomplished as a condition of sale,

provided that there are effective controls and surveil-
lance to ensure proper demilitarization. Where the
PDO is the custodian of the property and is unable to
perform the required demilitarization, he may re-
quire demilitarization as a condition of sale, with
proper inspection and surveillance, or may obtain
assistance from the activity turning in the property.

1-3. Certification.

A certificate reading substantially as quoted below
and signed by two qualified Government representa-
tives will be executed and placed in the applicable
contract or property disposal file for all items demili-
tarized.

“I certify that (indicate items) were demil-
itarized in accordance with (cite specific
instructions which were complied with;
e.g., Defense Demilitarization Manual,
DOD 4160.21-M-1 and TM 750-262-4-6).”
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Reporting Demilitarization. para 1-3 above) will accompany all demilitarized
equipment or materiel turned in to the PDO for dis-

Refer to AR 755-2 for instructions on the records position. Demilitarization certificates for classified
required when non-classified items are demilitarized equipment or materiel are covered in AR 380-5.
and reclassified from items to scrap. Refer to TB
9-298 for instructions on the records required when

1-5. Items to be Demilitarized.

classified items are demilitarized. For accounting Table 1 shows the Thermal Imagery items which re-
purposes, a signed and countersigned certificate (see quire demilitarization.

Table 1. Thermal Imagery Items Requiring Demilitarization

Component Part No. NSN

Night Vision Sight, AN/TAS-4 SM-C-772000 5855-01-037-7339

Night Vision Sight, AN/TAS-4A 13220197 Not Assigned

Night Vision Sight, AN/TAS-4B 13220201 5855-01-154-1402

Night Vision Sight, AN/TAS-4C Not Assigned Not Assigned

Night Vision Sight, AN/TAS-6 SM-C-771739 5855-01-037-7340

Night Vision Sight, AN/TAS-6A SM-C-806738 Not Assigned

Boresight Collimator, SU-93/TAS SM-D-775002 5855-01-029-8730

Boresight Collimator, SU-93A/TAS SM-D-775002 5855-01-109-6433
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CHAPTER  2

METHODS OF DEMILITARIZATION

2-1.

a.

b.

c.

d.

2-2.

Equipment Required.

Hammer

Blanket

Gloves

Safety Goggles

Safety Precautions.

WARNING
RADIOACTIVE MATERIAL

The antireflective coating on the infrared
optics contains thorium flouride which is
slightly radioactive. The only potential
hazard involves ingestion (swallowing or
inhaling) of the coating materiel. Dispose
of broken lens, etc., in accordance with
AR 385-11.

When smashing the visible light, uncoated optical
components, safety goggles and gloves must be
worn.

2-3. Operations.

a. The Thermal Night Sights and Boresight Colli-
mators are demilitarized by the following proce-
dures:

(1) Remove the thorium coated optical lens
from the Afocal housing or Boresight Collimator.
Dispose of these lens, etc., in accordance with AR
385-11.

(2) After removal of thorium coated lens, the
Night Sight or Boresight Collimator maybe demili-
tarized by covering with a blanket and smashing
with a hammer.

b. In combat, Army units must use the most ex-
peditious means available to dispose of any radio-
active item that cannot be evacuated normally or
that must be transported with the unit. When possi-
ble, follow the guidance in paragraph 2-2.

c. Commanders of combat zone supply and oper-
ational units should preplan to prevent devices con-
taining large amounts of radioactive material, indi-
vidually or collectively (bulk storage), from falling
into enemy hands. When items cannot be evacuated,
they will be destroyed. Radioactive materials will be
disposed of to prevent enemy use as much as circum-
stances permit. Devices containing low activity
sources will be destroyed by crushing, burying, or by
scattering them over an area large enough to make
salvaging impossible. On a firm terrain, items may
be crushed by running over them with a vehicle.

3



TM 43-0003-38

APPENDIX

REFERENCES

AMC Safety Manual AMCR 385-100

Defense Disposal Manual DOD 4160.21-M

Defense Demilitarization Manual DOD 4160.21.1-M

Destruction of Classified Ordnance-Procured
Items of Guided Missile Materiel TB 9-298

Disposal of Excess, Surplus, Foreign Excess,
Captured, and Unwanted Materiel AR 755-2

Handling and Disposal of Unwanted Radioactive
Material TM 3-261

Ionizing Radiation Protection (Licensing,
Control, Transportation, Disposal, and
Radiation Safety)

Mechanized Accounting Procedures for Property
Disposal Activities

Reporting, Utilization, and Redistribution of
Installation, US Army Materiel Command, and
Overseas Command Excess Personal Property

Requisitioning, Receipt, and Issue System

Storage and Shipment of Supplies and Equipment

Department of the Army Information Security
Program

AR 385-11

AMCR 755-3

AR 755-1

AR 725-50

AMCR 740-3

AR 380-5
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By Order of the Secretary of the Army:

Official:

JOHN A.WICKHAM, JR.
General, United States Army

Chief of Staff

R. L. DILWORTH
Brigadier General, United States Army

The Adjutant General

Distribution:

To be distributed in accordance with DA Form 12-32, Direct Support and General
Support Maintenance requirements for THERMAL IMAGERY System.
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